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Hammer at The Heart of Greenwell Point
The oldest is a coach– maker’s, the
smallest a jeweler's, the biggest is a
shipwright’s and the heaviest is a 28
pounder(12.7). They come from as far
as England, and they are hanging from
the ceiling by the hundred and his favourites aren’t even being made any
more. If you are a local you might know
what, and who, I’m talking about. But if
you don’t, read on.
“HAMMALOT” is the museum of
hammers, mallets and mauls quietly
expanding in one of the streets of
Greenwell Point, where local resident
Brian Pickett’s 4500 strong collection
crowds every nook, cranny and rafter in
a double garage. He has been fitting out
with his collection for the past nine
years.
When I asked, “Why hammers?”, he
immediately volleyed back," Well, why
not? When they lose their temper they
don’t fly off the handle. They just go
soft.”
But somehow I gathered that wasn’t
the real reason. As Brian himself admits, They’re not a white glove collectible, so when the rest of the world is out
collecting wine, stamps and antiques,
why choose hammers?
“My first hammer was a 2oz.(57g)
ball-pein I bought at a market. It was
small, and I was fascinated because I
realized it wasn’t a child’s toy, and I
wondered what sort of person would
use it. So curiosity got the better of
me.”
He wasn’t kidding.
‘ I came home with 18 odd hammers
that day and proudly announced to
my wife that I was going to collect little

hammers.’ In spite of this opening declaration, it took him little time to start collecting big ones too.
The collection has grown from 18 to 4500
in 14 years (that’s almost 1 hammer per
day!), and Brian has welcomed a range of
community groups of all ages such as

Probus, car clubs, senior citizens and
cubs and scouts to explore row after
row of hammers and mallets of all
makes, materials and utilities.
The mini-museum has been fitted out
with locally scavenged materials, such
as post and rail fencing and single bed
frames, to give the “hammer-shed” a
rustic appeal, while being structurally
sound enough to support hundreds of
hammers hanging from the ceiling.
“My wife says
the roof’s going to
fall down,” and
you could be forgiven for fearing
the same. To walk
into the shed is to
walk into an encroaching forest of
handles and pendulous hammerheads that double
as wind chimes,

by Darren Pickett

all beckoning your attention. It won’t
take you long to get lost, as your eyes
become intoxicated by the sheer number
and variety of hammers to look at.
Though Brian tells me that “man’s
first hammer was his fist”, the appeal of
the collection is not harmed by skipping
the
English coachman’s hammer in
the 18th century “strapped hammer” design, is estimated to be 250
years old.
For me, this was the best place
to start. These aren’t white glove
collectibles,” as Brian said, and he
welcomes you to pick up his hammers and turn them over to get a
feel for them and what they were
used for. It is precisely this point
that “HAMMALOT” gets in your
blood because it is then you realize
that every piece you take into hand
has served in somebody else’s, and
that a unique and often forgotten
history has borne itself out in the
scars on the head and handle of
every piece in the museum.
Managing to collect almost a hammer
a day might seem a little far fetched too
many people, and they’d be right if he
had claimed to have done it alone.
“They are sent to me from all over
Australia,’ he said. “I have received
hammers from England, from Woomera
in South Australia. Adelaide is a wonderful source of supply.” This could
only happen by virtue of a number of
mutually beneficial arrangements Brian
has with a small network of mates scattered around the country, many of
whom are collectors themselves.
“I have specific people.” It’s a simple
process: Brian finds, say, an old wood
plane at a garage sale. Joe Bloggs, a
vintage wood plane collector in Wauchope, may come across vintage hammer, and so the two organize to barter
when their swags are full. But take care:
you could be next!
Continued page 2

Greenwell Point Gazette
“Once people see my shed so many
come back again and go crook on me,
because they say how they always start
looking out for them, It affects people
that way.”
If you think you might like to be so
affected you are most welcome! Give
Brian a call on :44471992 and make an
appointment for a Captain Cook. If you
don’t have time to check them out for
yourself, don’t worry: Brian will soon
be appearing on the ABC’s”Collectors”
programme, so keep am eye on the
Black Marlin Notice Board for the
broadcast date, or go to
www.abc.net.au/tv/collectors for upcoming episodes
Until then have your eyes peeled for
Brian Pickett trawling the markets and
garage sales to ensure a hammer a day
continues to make its way home to
“HAMMALOT”.”
“I’m always looking for one older
than the oldest. And while I’m willing
and able the search goes on.” Indeed it
will, and I should know: I’m his son!
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Your last GP Gazette mentioned
“Hoons” in the area. I would like to
report a happening on the afternoon of
Sunday 14th September on Jervis Street.
An 82 yr old lady, on a scooter, was
going towards Greenwell Point Road
when five young boys (about 9 yrs old)
started shouting at her. They then threw
stones at her, jeering. I’m sure you can
understand how frightened she was as
she tried to get away. If they treat old
people like this at 9, what will they do
in their teens.
The matter was reported to the Police.
Congratulations are due to whoever
reported this matter to the Police.
The allocation of Police resources is
entirely based on statistics. The Police
themselves constantly emphasize that
all such incidents should be reported
for that reason.
-Ed.

Good Business
The Get To The Point Programme
recently forwarded a letter to businesses
that are operating around our Village
with the aim of encouraging them to
take a more active role in the activities
of the Group. The Programme has had
considerable success in having Council
take a far more active role in making
improvements to our Village and is pursuing Council’s ongoing commitment.
Thank you to Linda at Anglers Rest for
the hospitality provided for our meetings between Council and ourselves
when meeting at Greenwell Point; this
has no doubt encouraged Council staff
to visit us.
It is considered that the improvements made to date, and in particular
the construction of the new boat launching ramp and parking area will have a
significant impact on the number of
people visiting Greenwell Point and
consequently benefiting the local businesses.
Also, funding assistance from businesses was sought for the refurbishment
of the Greenwell Point sign adjacent to
the Princes Highway to the South of the
bridge. At the time of writing assistance had been received from THE
GREENWELL POINT PHARMACY, CORAL TREE LODGE and
THE BLACK MARLIN. Refurbishment of the sign is proceeding at a cost
of approximately $1,400.
David McCorkell “Team Leader
Physical Design and Environment”

Pink Ribbon Day
A most enjoyable and fruitful Pink
Ribbon Day, Pre-Christmas Party
was held at the Greenwell Point Bowling Club last month. The luncheon was
delicious and the raffle prizes abounded.
A total of $2,340 was raised for Breast
Cancer Research. Many thanks to all
who contributed by preparing and serving such a delicious luncheon. Thanks
also are due to all those who contributed
food, prizes and of course, our MC, Kay
Ward. Denise would have loved to have
seen so many of you there, and especially the men folk, who also came to
enjoy the day.

4447 3838
Sunshine Street
Culburra Beach
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GP UHA Monthly Report
The monthly meeting of the GP UHA was
held in the hall on Thursday 4th November at 2.30pm with 16 members in attendance.
Sister Wendy Williams from the Recovery Ward at Shoalhaven District Memorial Hospital attended the meeting to
receive a plaque and cheque for a Welch
Allyn Thermometer donated by the Auxiliary in the name of the 2006 Trivia winning team “The Combos”.
Monday November 19th is the night set
aside for this years Trivia Night at the
Bowling Club at Greenwell Point for a
7pm start.
The Craft Display held in September
was enjoyable, with great atmosphere
amidst the buyers, and all the enthusiastic
craft-a-holics, and all their interesting
craft items on sale. Unfortunately most of
the public seemed to be hibernating prior
to the long weekend. Next year we plan to
hold it on Saturday 5th July, during the
School Holidays.
We will be holding a stall in the Main
Foyer at The Shoalhaven District Hospital
0n Friday 23rd November from 9.30am.
Next meeting 2.30pm Community Hall
1st November.

SMRA NEWS.
On Sunday 14 October 2007 Shoalhaven Marine Rescue Association hosted
their annual Emergency Services Open
Day at Greenwell Point Park on the waterfront at Greenwell Point. The event
brought together paid and unpaid professional emergency service organisations in
the Shoalhaven. Displays by the Rural
Fire Service, N.S.W. Ambulance Service
Rescue Squad , N.S.W. Police Force
from the Shoalhaven Local Area Command and Water Police from Marine Area
Command at Port Kembla, the State
Emergency Service, The Australian Federal Police From Jervis Bay Territory,
Shoalhaven Marine Rescue N.S.W. Fire
Brigade and numerous Community
Groups from Greenwell Point such as the
Get to the Point Programme made for an
very enlightening day..
The Open Day Commenced at 1000hrs
and went until the late afternoon. Many
people attending took advantage of the
days fine weather and calm conditions
and went for joyrides on the rescue vessels that were on display for the event.
This is the second event of its type run
by the association and we look forward to
a yearly repeat of Octobers event. However this sort of event does not happen
without the support and hard work of
many willing volunteers, if you wish to
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Greenwell Point Public
School Trivia Night
Thank you … all the business people of
Greenwell Point for making the community event that is the Annual Greenwell
Point Public School P & C Trivia night
such a success.
We raised $4000.00 for our little
School! A record breaking and very fun
time was had by all, Thanks to all our
local business people and the support of
our community we raised
$1000.00
more that last year.
The Trivia night theme “Mardi Gras”
was colourful, loud and proud.
Andrew Williams
AKA “Delilah”
Trivia night
2007
We look forward to our next fundraiser
which is the “Election Raffle.” Please
bring your small change to the polling
booth…. Somebody who votes at Greenwell Point will win, All sorts of goodies,
vote and win.
volunteer for boat crew or radio duties
give us a call on 4447 4466.
On Sunday 28 October 2007 Shoalhaven
Marine Rescue farewelled life member
and one of the founders of the association,
Ross Henderson, who passed away earlier
this year. Ross’s family travelled to the
entrance of the Crookhaven River below
the Pilot Station on SA-8, escorted by
SA-24. Ross’s ashes and flowers were
scattered on the waters, a fitting tribute to
a man of the sea.
SMRA’s annual raffle is in full swing,
you can win a boat and a host of other
prizes, Tickets are a dollar each or six for
five dollars. If you want to buy tickets
give us a call on 4447 4466.
Members of marine rescue selling tickets
in boat raffle on open day

LOCAL CONCRETOR
GARAGE SLABS— CAR PORTS
DRIVEWAYS
STENCIL
NO JOB TO SMALL
FREE QUOTES
John Baker
ph 44470843 Mob. 0409961277
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Historic Jindyandy Mill

Craft Village, Cottages
Holiday Accommodation
I’M in heaven Lolly Shop
Garden Ornaments
Gourmet Goodies & gifts
TJ Antiques & Dolls Houses and
Miniatures
Scrapbooking Superstore
Christmas Shoppe
Mill Thai Restaurant
Gifts with a Difference
Plenty Parking for Buses Group Tours
All Welcome Cottage Bookings
44470258
Sally 0434991565
719 Greenwell Point Rd Pyree.
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Foreshore Happenings
We’re on a roll! As advised in the last
Gazette, the rock revetment has been
constructed on the Adelaide Street foreshore near Church Street and along the
Haiser Road foreshore with the general
consensus being that it’s a great improvement. By the time you read this,
the fishing platform to the North of Titania Park should be completed (or
nearly so) and the dinghy storage at the
end of Albert Avenue will have been
reconfigured and enlarged. Work is
scheduled to be in progress on the rock
revetment adjacent to the swimming
pool and Anzac Park and the landscape
improvements in Anzac Park should be
taking shape. These last two items have
been delayed briefly as we were awaiting advice from heritage specialists.
Residents of Adelaide Street have
received advice of the Development
Application for the boat ramp and associated parking area. There should not
be any problems associated with this
application as the proposal is consistent
with the Greenwell Point Master Plan
that was subject to Public Consultation,
amended in accordance with the comments made and subsequently approved
and adopted. As advised in the last Gazette, this work is scheduled for construction in the 2008/2009 financial
year.
Dave McCorkell Team Leader
Physical Design and Environment

Jindyandy Mill
Santa is coming to
Jindyandy Mill
on Friday 30th November for late night shopping. Santa will be
visiting between 6pm
till 8pm. So make sure
your children are there . Santa will revisit
again on Dec 15th this time between 5pm
and 8pm.
With Christmas coming, where better
to visit than Jindyandy Mill for all your
Christmas gifts, and with your holiday
guests, family and visitors. Visit the
beautiful new Christmas shoppe with new
stock arriving everyday.
See the wide array of new wooden
toys, home made billycarts, rocking
horses, doll’s cradles, soft toys, trains,
farm animals, and spinning birds in the
new toy shop behind the “I’m in Heaven”
Lolly shop.
The Lolly Shop has lots of new gifts,
jewellery handbags, wooden cases, candles and novelty mugs, country signs a
great variety of gifts for all ages.

Christmas Carols Christmas Carols this year will be on Monday 17th December,
7pm in the Church. We will be having the children from the school and also the puppets doing a Christmas story They are run by Reverend Paul and Margaret Warren
from the Uniting Church Nowra. We are also hoping to ask the Uniting singers to
come along.

Black Marlin
Service Centre & General Store
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 6:30 AM
Ph 44471279
PAY YOUR BILLS
POST OFFICE
PHONES/ MOBILES/RECHARGE
ELECTRICITY GAS INSURANCE
AGENTS FOR MOST BANKS
FUEL AND BOATING NEEDS
GROCERIES

FRUIT VEG
PET PRODUCTS

CHEMIST
HARDWARE

NSW LOTTERY AGENT
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE
ALL NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES
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In Memory of Grace Kain
It was sad news to hear of the passing
of Gracie on Wednesday night the 17th
October. Many of the old timers would
remember her back in the 60’s and 70’s.
Grace was born in Melbourne on the
22nd of September 1913, and spent
some time in Wagga Wagga, before
settling in Sydney. On marrying
Gordon, her second husband, in July
1958, (who was a Radiologist in the
Navy), he brought her to Greenwell
Point.
In the late 50’s she worked at Green’s
store (which is now Seaspray) and also
did Tuck-shop duty at the local school.
She went on to work at the hotel and
later on at the Bowling Club where she
often worked voluntarily to help the
club get through those early days.
Most people will remember Gracie as
always being happy and willing to help
out where ever she could, there wasn’t
much of her but she was a real dynamo.
In her later years she battled cancer
and strokes but never gave up smiling.
She is survived by her daughter Janine ,
two grandchildren and three great
grand children. She will be sadly
missed.

Scouting about
Firstly I’d like to With Julie Brown
thank the Gazette for the support given to
Scouting over the past 12 months, and
also Get to the Point for their support,
plus the Community. Without this support
the Group could not continue
A special thanks must go to our two
Leaders Skip and Bagheera (Rae Woods)
for keeping the cubs going , against all
odds. Another thanks to our cook,.
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Ward 2 Councillors
An invitation was extended to Councillors
Jim McCrudden and Peter Murphy to
attend our next meeting on the 15th November to meet us and advise as to what
assistance they are able to provide to further our endeavours. Peter Murphy returns to Nowra on the day before
the meeting, and is planning to attend, but
unfortunately no reply has been received
from Jim McCrudden. I am confident
that Councillor Murphy would like to see
the Hall full of interested people and I
also believe that the more residents there,
the more likely it is that he will be convinced to assist us – 7pm on Thursday
15th November.
David Mc Corkell

ATTENTION DIABETICS
Greenwell Point Pharmacy is now a
diabetes Australia sub agent, so you can
obtain all your diabetic needs in Greenwell Point.

‘Cookie” Jodie Klausen who never
misses a camp. I’m sure this is a good
reason why they go and enjoy the
scrumptious food. While Christmas is a
short time off the Group Committee,
Leaders and myself would
like to wish everyone a
Happy Christmas and a great
holiday, keep safe.
We will be back next year a
bigger and better Group.

PHARMACY
Greenwell Point - 44470773
Serving the village community
Meet MANDY and JANE
Friendly professional Service
Hours 8.45-5.15 Mon--Fri Sat 9-12am
1 Terrara St Greenwell Point
Turn at Service Station
Parking out front: deliveries available
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Regular happenings

This is the last Gazette
for 2007
We are in recess for a couple of
months to recharge our batteries. We
wish all our readers the very best for the
festive season and hope that 2008 will
be a safe and prosperous year for all.
CLASSIFIED ADD
Thinking Christmas,
Think a cute budgie.
A pet budgie can give so much pleasure.
Also can save you talking to yourself.
Price $7-$15
Ring Julie or Alan 44471693

Scouts (10 ½ years +)—Every
Monday 6.00pm to 8.00pm at the Scout
Hall, Greens Road—Contact
Alan
44471693.
Cub Scouts (7 ½ years to 10 ½
years)—Every Thursday 6.30pm to
8.00pm at the Scout Hall—Contact Rae
4447 1735.
Bingo at the Hall—Every Thursday
commencing 10.30am—Contact Lola
4447 1850.
GP United Hospital Auxiliary—First
Thursday each month commencing
2.30pm at the Hall.
Shoalhaven Vintage Machinery
Club—Last Wednesday each month
commencing 7.30pm at roving addresses. Shel Spooner Sec ph.
44483424
Anyone for Tennis—Every Monday
(weather and court surface permitting)
from 9.30am at the Village Courts,
Gordon Ravell Oval—All welcome.
Pyree Village Arts and Craft Markets—Fourth Sunday each month
commencing 9.00am at the Shoalhaven
Potters Workshop, Greenwell Point
Road.
GTTPP Community Meeting—Third
Thursday each month commencing
7.00pm at the Hall.
GP branch C.D.C.H.S. Ladies Auxiliary—Third Thursday each month commencing 1.30pm at the Hall.
Crafty Fingers Group—every Tuesday 1.30pm to 3.30pm at Coral Tree
Lodge.
Greenwell Point Union Church—
Sunday Service commencing 8.00am.
First Sunday of month Baptist, second
Presbyterian, third Uniting, fourth Anglican - a Communion service followed
by morning tea, and the fifth Baptist.
Every Tuesday afternoon, excluding
School holidays there is a Bible Study
group at 2pm. This has been going for
20 years. It is only a small group and
would welcome others to join us.
Senior Citizens—meet alternate Mondays commencing 1.00 pm at the Hall.
Bingo Afternoon tea and lots of laughs.
Greenwell Point Social Darts — held
at Bomaderry RSL
on Fridays at
7.30pm
Christian Bible Study Group
meets Thursdays at 6.30pm 45
Comerong St Greenwell Point nondenominational Enquiries . 44470111
All Welcome
Bobby and Lou
Worried about funny business?

Report ALL Incidents
Police Assistance Line—131444
Crime stoppers—1800

333 000

Get to the Point Programme Inc
Office Bearers
President—Ron Vaughan

44471133

Secretary—
Treasurer Darryl Mclean
44470418
Team Leaders
Physical Design/Environment
David McCorkell

44470327

Social Development

Joe Franklin

44471111

Business, Tourism & event

Vera Farnham

44471358

Greenwell Point On-Line

www.greenwellpoint.info
admin@greenwellpoint.info

Produced and published by the Get to
the Point Programme (Inc) with sponsorship by local advertisers. editorial,
compilation and delivery undertaken by
local volunteers as a community service.
Advertising Rates—from $11.00 per
issue.
Send info, articles, gossip, letters to the
Editor, PO Box 68, Green
Point .Phone : 4447 0232 Laurel
Email: editor@greenwellpoint.info
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Thursday 15th November 7 pm
Thursday 23rd February 2008

Thursday 20 September at 7pm
Local Justices of the Peace
Mr D Alston

4447 1710

Mr N Barker

4447 1521

Mr J Franklin

4447 1336

Mrs Graham

4447 1421

Mrs C Holmes

4447 1215

Mr P Reeves

0412571279

Mr R Tompsett

4447 1612

